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e May 1- College
candidate reply date

e May 2-13— AP test
dates

e May 6- last day to
sign up for June 4
SAT and June 11
ACT

e May 7— SAT tests
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Admission Records Broken

With the high school population decreasing
and the economy still in the doldrums, one
might assume that college applications
would decrease and gaining admission to
college would get a little easier. Such an as-
sumption would be incorrect. Admission
records were broken almost everywhere— at
large state universities, small liberal arts col-
leges, the Ivies, and private universities. So
what is driving this deluge, resulting in more
applications and lower admission percent-
ages? While there are a number of factors,
Columbia’s huge increase (32%) in the num-
ber of applications tells a significant part of
the story— it joined the Common Application
this year. The ease of applying to more col-
leges through the Common Application has
no doubt driven up the number of applica-
tions. However, throwing more darts at the
target is not a healthy or preferred way of
approaching the college search as the 90%
plus students who applied to all or many of
the Ivy League colleges and who were de-

clined will attest today if they are truly hon-
est. Thus, as juniors visit colleges during
spring break and this summer, it is so impor-
tant for them to find good college fits and be
realistic about expectations when formulat-
ing their college lists so that they will have
college choices that they will be thrilled with
and not just darts on the floor.

I have posted this year’s admission statistics
for some of the colleges to which my clients
applied inside this newsletter.
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College Tour Through the Spanish Moss

While Californians endured
torrential Spring rains, I had
the good fortune to experi-
ence beautiful Spring
weather during my college
tour through Georgia and
South Carolina. My trip be-
gan in Atlanta, where [
toured Agnes Scott College,
Emory, Georgia Tech, More-
house, Spellman, and Clark

Atlanta. Atlanta is a cosmo-
politan city with transplants
from everywhere. In addi-
tion, Atlanta offers abun-
dant opportunities for in-
ternships, research and ex-
tracurricular activities. For
those who are looking for an
all women’s college, Agnes
Scott might be that perfect
choice,

and it is certainly looking to
add more California women
to the mix. Located in the
small town of Decatur, it is
within a few miles of central
Atlanta. While it is known
for its programs in science
and math, its most popular
minor is music. For those
interested in the (Continued
on Page 2)
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Southeast College Tour (Continued)

health sciences, it has a partnership
with the Center for Disease Control
where students can gain real world
experience. The college also offers a
summer bridge program in math and
the sciences, which is not remedial in
nature. While most colleges have a
writing center, Agnes Scott’s compli-
mentary speaking center is unique,
providing students the skills and con-
fidence to give oral presentations of
any kind. While small in size, the
campus is quite diverse, offering a
fine liberal arts education that serves
its motto of “Who will you become?”’

Located in the Druid Hills area of
Atlanta, Emory University attracts a
large Northeastern population, but
there is also a good representation of
California students. Students at
Emory tend to be more career ori-
ented, seeking out pre-professional
studies such as business, pre-law, and
pre-med. There is no lack of money
for facilities and programs due to
Emory’s holdings in Coca Cola. Like
many highly selective universities,
Emory is looking to shape its class
rather than fill a class when admitting
students. Besides strength of curricu-
lum, grades, and test scores, Emory is
looking for a demonstrated interest in
attending Emory.

Georgia Institute of Technology
looms large along the freeways of
Atlanta. Located in Atlanta’s Mid-
town, it is in the heart of Atlanta. The
campus is spread over 450 acres,
serving an undergraduate population
of only 13,000. This is the South’s
premier tech university, but also of-
fers superb programs in architecture
and business management. Students
can also get their fill of liberal arts.
The academics are very demanding,
but students escape through big time
sports and Greek life. The football

stadium is on campus, conveniently lo-
cated near student and Greek housing.

Morehouse College, Spelman College,
and Clark Atlanta University are part
of the consortium known as the Atlanta
University Center. As I walked through
the Martin Luther King National Historic
Site, I came upon these historically black
colleges nearby. While each college re-
mains independent, there are plenty of
opportunities for cross-registration and
combined social activities at these small
colleges. Students even take advantage
of classes and programs at nearby Emory
and Georgia State University. While
Morehouse provides strong programs in
business and the sciences, its male popu-
lation can take advantage of stronger
humanities at the all female college of
Spelman. Spelman is also recognized for
its strong sciences. While Clark Atlanta
is coed, its population is primarily fe-
male and boasts a strong business pro-
gram.

As I arrived in Athens, Georgia to visit
the University of Georgia, about 1'%
hours from Atlanta, evidence of the
Georgia bulldog was everywhere. The
university arch led me through a magno-
lia tree-filled lawn surrounded by old,
historic buildings. Yet, modernity is eve-
rywhere with newer buildings spread
throughout this sprawling campus. Ath-
ens is a college town where sports, mu-
sic and the arts, and Greek life dominate.
This large university is populated pri-
marily by Southerners, many from the
state of Georgia who take advantage of
the generous HOPE scholarship program
(free tuition for students who earn at
least a 3.0 high school GPA and main-
tain such GPA in college). There is not a
great deal of diversity in the mostly con-
servative student body. As a large uni-
versity, it offers a great variety of aca-
demic majors including strong programs
in agriculture related majors, veterinary

studies, and landscape architecture.

Located in historical Macon, Geor-
gia, Wesleyan College is a small
women’s liberal arts college. As I
walked the first all women’s accred-
ited college in the country, I enjoyed
beautiful landscaping, including a
lake and equestrian center. The edu-
cation is a bargain for a private col-
lege and boasts a diverse student
body with a large international popu-
lation. Sisterhood is big here, and
business related majors are a large
draw.

Though I walked through the park
filled neighborhoods to the admis-
sions office at Savannah College of
Art and Design (SCAD), we shuttled
around the historic district of Savan-
nah to view SCAD’s facilities. Like
the Academy of Art in San Francisco,
SCAD’s buildings are scattered
around the city. Not to worry, how-
ever, as Savannah is a superb walk-
ing city, and SCAD offers an effi-
cient shuttle system that has its own
bus smart phone app. SCAD has been
a major part of the renaissance of
Savannah, saving many historic
buildings from deterioration and de-
struction. SCAD offers cutting edge
facilities and programs in most every
art field imaginable. Unlike many art
schools, no portfolio is required.
Thus, students who are seriously in-
terested in the arts will have an op-
portunity despite lack of experience.
SCAD offers many diversions to aca-
demic life also, including study
abroad, festivals, and even an eques-
trian team. Graduates do well in the
job market as evidenced, for exam-
ple, by the high percentage who work
at Pixar.

(South Carolina colleges reviewed
next month)
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2011 Admission Statistics— Selected Colleges
College 2011 % 2010 % College 2011 % 2010 %
Accepted | Accepted Accepted Accepted
American University 41.44 43.26 New York University 25.64 29.78
Boston College 27.88 31.1 Northwestern University 18 23.1
Boston University 47.69 57.97 Occidental College 38.01 41.92
Carleton College 29.62 30.81 Penn State University 46.66 47.85
Columbia University 6.93 9.16 Purdue University 66.11 65.11
Cornell University 17.95 18.36 Stanford University 7.07 7.31
Dartmouth College 9.73 11.53 Tulane University 24.84 25.98
Elon University 56.9 48.82 University of Colorado 84.34 83.08
Emory University 25.9 28.58 University of North Carolina 29.36 32.48
Fordham University 40.12 50.66 University of Richmond 31.73 32.99
Georgetown University 17.98 19.28 University of Southern California 22.77 24.35
Lehigh University 32.93 37.89 University of Washington 52.9 56.8
MIT 9.58 10.08 Villanova University 42.64 45.14
Middlebury College 17.74 19.15 Yale University 7.35 7.88

UC Announces New ELC Rules

While we know that the Uni-
versity of California has
tweaked its admission re-
quirements, it recently an-
nounced the specifics of its
Eligibility in the Local Con-
text (ELC) program. ELC was
the status previously awarded
to the top 4% of seniors in
each California high school.
Those students automatically
received admission to the
following UC campuses if
they applied: Merced, River-
side, Santa Barbara, Irvine
and Davis. These students
were determined after each
high school submitted tran-
scripts through junior year for
the top 10% of the class. The

UC determined the top 4%
based upon its criteria .

Under the new program, each
high school will submit a list
of the top 15% rising seniors
by the end of September.
From that list, the UC will
determine the top 9% for each
high school and those stu-
dents will be granted ELC
status. However, there is a
significant timing change to
the announcement of ELC
status. In past years, students
received their ELC status
prior to the deadline to submit
the UC application. The deter-
mination of ELC status was
based upon the transcripts
submitted by the high school.

Under the new rules, ELC
status will be determined after
students submit the UC appli-
cation. Using a student’s self-
reported academic record in
the application, the applica-
tion system will determine
whether a student has met or
exceeded the ELC benchmark
GPA and completed set mini-
mum course requirements.
The ELC status will be posted
on the UC application website
and shared with each campus
to which a student has ap-
plied. Thus, students will no
longer know if they will have
ELC status before they apply.

We still do not know if any of

the campuses will auto-
matically admit all ELC
students as in the past. We
are awaiting further an-
nouncement on this point,
but it does not seem as
likely just because of the
sheer increase in numbers
of ELC students. Even if
there is no automatic ad-
mission, ELC students will
be reviewed more favora-
bly because of the status.
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National Art Portfolio Day

The 2011-12 National Art
Portfolio Day schedule

™ has just been announced.

i While there are events
throughout the country,
the California dates are
October 1, 2011 in Los
Angeles and January 14,
2012 in San Francisco.
For rising seniors, you
| may want to take advan-
tage of one of the Fall
' events. The schedule and
& information can be found
at www.portfolioday.net.

For those interested in the
visual arts and design, this is a
great event to find out about

programs and obtain feedback
on your work. It is a casual
and comfortable event, not a
competition or an examina-
tion. To find out which col-
leges plan to be at a particular
site, the host college can pro-
vide that information usually
about a month or so in ad-
vance.

The foregoing website also
provides lists of colleges that
have particular majors, mi-
nors and concentrations in art
and design. The breadth of
academic disciplines will be a
surprise for most, spanning
from the traditional visual art

program to such fields as ad-
vertising, computer art, media
art, fashion and jewelry de-
sign, game design, environ-
mental design, historical pres-
ervation, architecture, interior
design, game design, film and
more.



